DBQ: The Industrial Revolution

Historical Background:
The [ndustrial Revolution bcgan in E_nglancl in the mid 1700's and reached the (nited States by the

end of the century. During this time, new tcchno]ogies changed both the economic and cultural

foundation of America. |n Part A, read the five documents Proviclcd and answer the qucstions that follow

cach one. [nFPart BB, use your analysis of the documents to answer the Fo"owing qucstion:

How did the Industrial Revolution impact the lives of American factory workers?

PARTA
Document 1

The following is an excerpt from William Cooper's testimony before the Sadler Committee in 1832.
The committee, led by Michael Sadler, investigated working conditions in factories and mills.

Sadlerr What is your age?

Coopcr: | am ciglnt and twenty.

Sadler: When did you first bcgin to work in the mills?
Coopcr: thn ] was ten years of age.

Sadlerr What were your usual hours of working?

Coopcr: We bcgan at five in the morning and 5toPPcd at nine in the night.

Sadlerr What time did you have for meals?

Coolocr: Wc hadjust one Pcriod of 40 minutes in the 16 hours. That was at noon.
5ac//cr: What means were taken to kccP you awake and attentive?

Coolocr: At times we were Frcqucntly strappcd (whiPPcd).

Sadler- When your hours were so long, did you have time to attend school?
Coopcr: Wc had no time to go to school.

Sadler: Can you read and write?

Coo er: ]can rcad, but ] cannot write.

1A. Describe work conditions in the £actory based on the testimony.

1B. How did the Industrial Revolution affect children working in the mills?




Document 2

The following is an excerpt from the testimony of textile worker Joseph Hebergam to the Sadler Committee.

Sadler: \What is the nature oFyour illness?
/"]’cbccgam: l have damaged Iungs‘ My ]eg muscles do not function Proper13 and will not suPPor’c the weiglwt
of my bones.
adler: octor has told you that you will die within the year, is that correct?
Sadler: A doctor has told you that you will die within the year, is th
/"]’cbccgam: l have been so told.
adler: | Jid he tell you the cause ot yourillness?
Sadler: Did he tell you th f yourill
chcrgam: [He told me that it was caused bg dust in the factories and from overwork and insufficient diet.

5ac//cr: To what was your brother's death attributed?
ﬁcbcrgam: [le was cut by a machine and died of infection.

2. How did factory conditions impact the health of some workers?

Document 3

The following are testimonials from employees at the Wilson Mill in Bedford, Massachusetts.

F lizabeth Bcntlcq:

“] worked from five in the morning, till nine at night. ] lived two miles from the mill. We had no clock. ]]C I had been too

late at the mill ] would have been ciuartered. I mean that if ] hadbeena quarter of an hour too late a half an hour
would have been taken off. ] on!g gota penny an hour and tlﬁeg would have taken a ha]{:Penng.”

f:ranlc f:orrcst
“In reality there were no rcgular, hours masters and managers did with us as they liked. T he clocks in the
factories were often put forward in the morning and back at night‘ Though this was known amongst the hands we

were amcraid to SPCak and a workman theﬂ was a{:raicl to carrg a watc}m”

3. Why didn't factory workers complain about the way in which they were treated?




Document 4
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4. Based on the photograph above, describe the work conditions for factory employees.

Document §

This illustration by an unknown artist depicts a factory town in New England in the late 18405.
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§. What impact did the lstal Revolution ﬁivg on the envirohmen



PARTB

Use the information from the documents, your answers to the questions in Part A, and any previous
knowledge of the topic, to write a well-organized answer to the question below.

Be sure to refer to all five documents in your answer.

Question: How did the Industrial Revolution impact the lives of American factory workers?



